
  
 
May 22, 2019 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Patrons of Raytown:  
 
In an effort to continue to maintain a high quality education for the students in the Raytown School District, the 
middle school English Language Arts department is constantly working to enhance the choices and 
experiences for all students. The district is also committed to engaging in dialogue with the community about 
these choices and experiences so that we can all work together to provide the exceptional experience students 
deserve. As we expand text selections, it’s important that the community is provided an opportunity to consider 
those choices and to express concerns and ask questions in order to understand the curricular and 
instructional purposes those texts will be put to.  
 
For the 2019-2020 school year, the Raytown Consolidated School District is considering adoption of the books 
listed on the back of this letter.  
 
Each text has been requested by a teacher, is being screened by district personnel, and is now available for 
community members to read if interested. All the books are available at the public library or through your 
favorite book retailer. The district also has copies available to borrow. Please contact Jennifer Pearson by 
email at jennifer.pearson@raytownschools.org to arrange borrowing a copy.  
 
On Tuesday, June 4, the school district will host an open forum at the Raytown Schools Education and 
Conference Center, 107050 East State Route 350, for community members to hear the rationale for the use of 
these texts, voice concerns, and ask questions in an effort to make sure that the community and the district are 
working in concert to provide an engaging and rigorous English education for the students of the district. This 
forum will be open from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Jennifer Pearson, District English 
Language Arts Middle School Curriculum Coordinator, at (816) 268-7000 x. 2122.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jennifer Pearson 
RQS Middle School English Language Arts Curriculum Coordinator 
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Book Publishers Summary Grade Level 
The Miracle Worker  
         by William Gibson 
 

Deaf, blind, and mute twelve-year-old Helen Keller 
was like a wild animal. Scared out of her wits but still 
murderously strong, she clawed and struggled against 
all who tried to help her. Half-blind herself but blessed 
with fanatical dedication, Annie Sullivan began a 
titanic struggle to release the young girl from the 
terrifying prison of eternal darkness and silence. 

7th Grade 

How They Croaked  
         by Georgia Bragg 

Over the course of history, men and women have lived 
and died. In fact, getting sick and dying can be a big, 
ugly mess--especially before the modern medical care 
that we all enjoy today. From King Tut's ancient autopsy 
to Albert Einstein's great brain escape, How They 
Croaked contains all the gory details of the awful ends of 
nineteen awfully famous people. 

 

7th Grade 

The 57 Bus 
         by Dashka Salter 

One teenager in a skirt. One teenager with a lighter. One 
moment that changes both their lives forever. Two 
teenagers growing up in Oakland, California. One, 
Sasha, was born male but identifies as agender, wears 
skirts and attends a private school. The other, Richard, 
is an African American from a poor part of Oakland who 
attends a rough public school. They have no reason to 
meet, except for eight minutes every day, they catch the 
same bus home. And one day, messing about, Richard 
spies Sasha napping. He flicks the flame of his lighter to 
Sasha's skirt, and Sasha wakes up in a ball of flame. 
What happens next, as the victim, the perpetrator and 
the community struggle to come to terms with their 
sadness and shock, is a story of recovery, reconciliation, 
forgiveness and, above all, hope. It's about the power of 
being true to yourself, bravery and the good and bad in 
all of us. And, remarkably, it's all true. 

8th Grade  
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